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BEFORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
0.A NO. 201 OF 2024

IN THE MATTER OF:

AMIT KUMAR .....APPLICANT
VERSUS

STATE OF UTTAR PRADESH & ORS. ....RESPONDENTS

OBJECTION TO JOINT INSPECTION COMMITTEE REPORT
SUBMITTED BY UPPCB

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:

1. That the above-captioned Application had been preferred before this Hon’ble
Tribunal regarding the revival of Khokhari/Saindali river in the Saharanpur
and Shamli districts of Uttar Pradesh.

2. That pursuant to the direction given by this Hon'ble Tribunal order dated
01.03.2024, a joint inspection was conducted by the committee and a report

dated 29.04.2024 was submitted by the UPPCB before this Hon’ble Tribunal.

Preliminary Submissions

3. That the map of the river on which the committee relied is incomplete. The
map, as used, is only a stretch of the river. This river, as also submitted in the
Original Application originates from the Sahansra Rao as Budhi Nadi_in its
initial part, then the river is called as Saindali or Sindhali Nadi in the
Saharanpur district and then the rest of the stretch of the river is known as the

Khokhari River. The committee did not take the upstream stretches namely

Budhi Nadi and Saindali Nadi, into the consideration. Rather, the inspection

done by the committee started from the Lakhnauti village of Saharanpur
district completely ignoring the origin and the upper stretches of the river.
The news articles reporting the lost existence of Sindhali Nadi and the Budhi
Nadi (names of the upper stretches of Khokhari River) in Saharanpur district,

are annexed as Annexure A-1(colly).

4. That the inspection team/committee visited only to very specific sites and

hastily prepared a report based on those specific sites concluding that the
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problem persists only on those stretches. The inspection committee did not
inspect the whole stretch of the river. It is pertinent to mention that there is no
mention of Tehsil Behat of Saharanpur district. The origin of the river is in
Behat Tehsil of Saharanpur district, where it originates as Budhi Nadi.

. That the river is blocked by the village roads without the construction of the
bridges in most cases. There is no mention of it in the inspection report.

. That there i1s no mention of the illegal encroachment by farmers growing
crops in the riverbed. In most parts of the river, the riverbed has been filled
with soil to level it with the neighboring farmlands, and farmers are using this
land for agriculture. This is the major type of encroachment throughout the
stretch of the river.

Pointwise objection to the joint inspection committee report

. The contents of para 1 of the Report are a matter of record and hence, do not
need a reply.

. In response to the point 2 of the report, it is submitted that the inspection
report mentions limited site-specific waterlogging in certain segments of the
Khokhari River. However, on-ground situations shows that waterlogging is
not confined to these segments alone. Accumulated water is present next to
almost every village along the riverbed due to the continuous discharge of
untreated sewage wastewater from these rural habitations.

Further, the report does not adequately address the nature of the wastewater
contributing to the waterlogging. The accumulated water in the riverbed
contains untreated sewage, including human excreta, which poses significant
health risks to the local population. This untreated sewage leads to water
pollution, causing the water to become stagnant and emit a foul odor. The
stagnant, polluted water is also a breeding ground for various disease-causing
agents. The lack of continuous water flow exacerbates the situation, creating
an environment conducive to the spread of dangerous diseases. This poses a
severe threat to the health and well-being of the inhabitants living in the
vicinity of the riverbed. The report also ignores the fact that the untreated
sewage and resultant waterlogging create a public nuisance and contribute to
environmental degradation. The stench from the polluted water and the
presence of pathogens make living conditions unbearable for the local
communities. The geotagged photos: Images 1 & 4 in the Annexure 1 of the
Original Application shows one such site where this problem persists and is

not reported in the inspection report submitted by the UPPCB.
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Geotagged images from different sites of the Khokhari river showing the
encroachment, dumping of untreated wastewater, and dumping of solid waste
in the riverbed of Khokhari river are annexed as Annexure A-2(colly).

9. In response to the point 3 of the report, it is submitted that macrophytic
growth, predominated by Eichhornia sp., is not limited to the riverbed near
Lakhnoti, Sakerpur, Chausana, and Kertu. Such growth is prevalent along
many sections of the Khokhari River due to the continuous inflow of
untreated wastewater from nearby human habitations. This widespread
growth is indicative of severe pollution and the presence of high nutrient
loads in the stagnant pollution in several stretches of the river. The geotagged
photos: Image 2 & 3 in the Annexure 1 of the Original Application and the
Image 1, 2, 3, and 4 in the Annexure A-2(colly) of the current objection to the
committee report, shows one such site where this problem persists and is not
reported in the inspection report submitted by the UPPCB.

10.In response to point 4 of the report, it 1s submitted that illegal solid waste
dumping is prevalent along multiple sections of the Khokhari River. The
geotagged photographs submitted in the Annexure 1 of the Original
Application shows the problem of the solid waste dumping. Interestingly, the
inspection committee did not visit the sites which are shown in those
geotagged photographs showing the solid waste dumping.

It is further submitted that there is also wastewater dumping from drains into
the Khokhari River and one such example is the merging of Azizpur drain
into the Khokhari River close to the village Kertu of the Shamli district.

11.In response to point 5 of the report, it is submitted that there is a vague
assertion that the water body "seems" to have remained without continuous
water discharge for a "long time," as these claims lack evidences.
Additionally, the statement that the river-bed demarcation line is retained
along its course is inaccurate. In reality, the demarcation line is not present
throughout the river's course, with several sections, such as in Village
Gujarpur (Shamli district) and most parts of the river in Nakur Tehsil
(Saharanpur district), lacking clear boundaries due to extensive encroachment
and degradation.

12.In response to point 6 of the report, it is submitted that the conclusion drawn
from interactions with local people lacks evidence and relies solely on
anecdotal accounts. Further, it is submitted that the river does not originate

from the River Yamuna but from the Sahansra Rao in the Saharanpur district.
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Submissions made in the para 3 as well as the Original Application can be
read as part and parcel and the same is not repeated here for the sake of
brevity.

13.In response to point 7 of the report, it is submitted that the river has
historically flowed to meet the water requirements of the region and stating
that it does not meet these criteria overlooks the fact that the river has been
mismanaged, leading to its current degraded state. Further, even though there
is no continuous water flow, the stagnant water present near villages is
heavily polluted, indicating deteriorated water quality. The committee did not
test the quality of this stagnant water in the riverbed, which was technically
possible and necessary to accurately assess the pollution levels and its impact
on the local environment and public health.

14.In response to point 8 of the report, it is submitted the inspection committee
avoided addressing this with baseless reasons. The river reached its current
state precisely because of the degradation, and the extent of this degradation
could indeed be quantified through appropriate scientific methods.

Recommendations

15.1n the light of above revelation it is humbly submitted that to fulfill the order
of Hon’ble NGT dated 01.03.2024, in letter and spirit, The respondents and
the competent authorities may be requested to conduct a new inspection of
the river from its origin until it merges to Yamuna River rectifying the

deficiencies in the current joint inspection committee report submitted by the

UPPCB.

16.That the restoration plan of the river should include all stretches of the river

which include the upper stretch of Khokhari river - Budhi Nadi and
Saindali/Sindhali Nadi in the Saharanpur district.

Amit Kumar
New Delhi
Dated: 11.07.2024
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Annexure A-1 (colly)

Hindustan - Saharanpur - 02 October 2023: News article reporting lost

existence of Sindhali river (upper stretch of Khokhari river) and the efforts of
the local residents to revive it.

Online access:

https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/story-saharanpur-39

-s-sindhali-river-lost-in-files-8789365.html

Hindustan - Saharanpur - 26 June 2024: News article reporting the most

recent efforts by the local people submitting their representation to the
authorities for the revival of Sindhali Nadi (upper stretch of Khokhari river)

Online access:

https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/story-demand-made

-to-water-power-minister-to-revive-sindhali-river-103103 15.html



https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/story-saharanpur-39-s-sindhali-river-lost-in-files-8789365.html
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/story-saharanpur-39-s-sindhali-river-lost-in-files-8789365.html
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/story-demand-made-to-water-power-minister-to-revive-sindhali-river-10310315.html
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/story-demand-made-to-water-power-minister-to-revive-sindhali-river-10310315.html
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Hindustan - Saharanpur - 3 October 2023: News article reporting that the
Irrigation Department considered the Sindhali/Saindali Nadi (upper stretch
of Khokhari river) in Saharanpur as extinct.

Online access:

https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/story-irrigation-dep

artment-admits-that-sindhli-river-is-extinct-8 794243 .html


https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/story-irrigation-department-admits-that-sindhli-river-is-extinct-8794243.html
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/story-irrigation-department-admits-that-sindhli-river-is-extinct-8794243.html
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Amar Ujala - Saharnpur - 31 July 2018: News article reporting the lack of

action from the authorities and the efforts of the residents to clean and revive
the Sindhali/Saindali Nadi (upper stretch of Khokhari river) in Saharanpur
District

Online Access:

https://www.amarujala.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/91532977192-saharanp

ur-néws


https://www.amarujala.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/91532977192-saharanpur-news
https://www.amarujala.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/91532977192-saharanpur-news
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Amar Ujala - Saharanpur - 30 July 2018: News article reporting illegal
encroachment on the riverbed of Saindali river in the Saharanpur district.

Online access:

https://www.amarujala.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/81532889850-saharanp

ur-néws

Amar Ujala - Saharanpur - 15 June 2022: News article reporting the efforts

of local residents to revive the Budhi Nadi (Upper stretch of Khokhari River)

Online access:

https://www.amarujala.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/villagers-took-the-initia

tive-to-revive-the-old-river-saharanpur-news-mrt5928781105


https://www.amarujala.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/81532889850-saharanpur-news
https://www.amarujala.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/81532889850-saharanpur-news
https://www.amarujala.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/villagers-took-the-initiative-to-revive-the-old-river-saharanpur-news-mrt5928781105
https://www.amarujala.com/uttar-pradesh/saharanpur/villagers-took-the-initiative-to-revive-the-old-river-saharanpur-news-mrt5928781105
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nnexure A-2 (colly)

: Shamli,UP, India
¥ Meerut Karnal Road, Un, Shamli, 247773,
| UP, India
{ Lat 29.570262, Long 77.150980
N ! 05/14/2024 03:55 PM GMT+05:30
\ Note : Captured by GPS Map Camera

S Un, Shamli; 247773, UP, India
Lat'29.610876, Long 77.140702
o 2 05/14/2024.06:12"PM GMT+05:30
¥y Note ; Captured by GPS-Map Camera

\

a1

; ) ©PS Map Camera N
Shamli,UP;India
“Un, Shamli, 247778,-UP, India
" Lat29.625344, Long 77:144487

7 05/14/2024 06:22'PM GMT+05:30
Note : Captured by GPS'Map €amiera

¢
Shamli;UP,India
Un, Shamli, 247773, UP, India
Lat 29.610842, Long 77.140693
L 1 05/14/2024 06:12 PM-GMT+05:30

Note™ Captured by GRS Map Camera
y sy ¢

Image 1, 2, 3, and 4: Growth of water hyacinths/Eichhornia due

to nutrient rich polluted water in the riverbed of Khokhari River

10
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7‘ ‘gﬁl\”l "@3 b

& opsMap camera P

Shamli,UP,India ' j
j Un; Shamli; 247778, UP, India ; % Un, Shamll 247773 UP;India

§Lat 29.625352, Long 77.144487 . ‘ Lat 29.598489, Long 77.149438

: 05/14/2024 06:22 PM GMT+05:30 \ ' 05/14/2024 05:28 PM GMT+05:30

Note : Captured by GPS Map Camera “M Note : Captured by GPS Map'Camera
A s Sy Qe

AN ) SN R
: Shamli,UP,India : | ' Shamli, UP Indla
. Un, Shamli, 247773, UP, India 3 7Un, Shamln, 247773, UP, India
l Lat 29.598481, Long 77.149449 ] Lat 29.563239, Long 77.131016
% 05/14/2024 05:29 PM GMT+05:30 $705/14/2024 03:37 PM GMT+05:30
- 4 Note : Captured by GPS Map Carnera 4 ¢ Note z Captured by GPS Map Camera

Image 5, 6, 7, and 8: Water Logging in the riverbed of Khokhari
river due to the dumping of untreated sewage/wastewater from the

nearby villages.



- Shamli,UP,India

{ Un, Shamli, 247778, UP, India

i 1Lat 29.624747, Long 77.144087
§05/14/2024 06:24 PM GMT+05:30

| Note’: C ptured by GPS‘Map Camera
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&) 6Ps Map Camera

Shamli,UP,India
Un, Shamli, 247773, UP, India
I Lat 29.598498, Long 77.149460
l 05/14/2024 05:29 PM GMT+05:30
“ 2% Note : Captured by GPS Map Camera

Image 9 and 10: Solid waste dumping and blocking the riverbed of

Khokhari riverbed.

| Shamli,UP, India

{ Un, Shamli, 247773, UP, India

| Lat 29.563527, Long 77.138109

1 05/14/2024 03:45 PM GMT-+05:30

i Note : Captured by GPS Map Camera
N 7 y, 7

-~ Shamli,UP, Indja

; Un; Shamli, 247773, UP; India
 Lat 295563510, Long 77.138112
+05/14/2024 03:45 PM GMT+05:30

Camera
N i

Note Captured by GPS-Map

Image 11 and 12: lllegal encroachment by the farmers to grow

crops in the riverbed of Khokhari River.
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I Shamli,UP, India
| Un, Shamli, 247778, UP, India
4 Lat 29.623566, Long 77.142880
{ 05/14/2024 06:19 PM GMT +05:30
! Note : Captured by GPS Map Camera

constructions.

& ops Map camera

5 :
{ Shamli,UP,India
Un, Shamli, 247778, UP, India
Lat 29.624773, Long 77.144058
{ 05/14/2024 06:24 PM GMT+05:30
Note : Captured by GPS Map Camera
» 5 e mﬁ)§ 43

Image 13 and 14: Blocked riverbed of Khokhari river by permanent
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